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Cawnpore. It was a great pity that no means could
be taken to stop them, but at that time such was
the paucity of British troops in these provinces, that at
was a matter of extraordinary difficulty to scrape to-
gether a couple of thousand men or so for the relief of
General Havelock, who had fallen back on Cawnpore.
So urgent was the demand for men, that we were
obliged to send away our few British soldiers, and also
several companies of Madras troops that had been sent
to our assistance. The intrenchments were then for a
few days in charge of the jail police, but were after-
wards entrusted to the care of a police levy, consisting
of Christians, Goorkhas, Hindoos, and others of various
races. During three months and upwards the presses
and types remained buried, and then they were gra-
dually exhumed and put into order. It is marvellous
that, notwithstanding the stream of rebels flowing
through the neighbourhood, and the presence of a
mutinously-inclined regiment of sepoys in our canton-
ments, the station was preserved from desolation. No
less than six distinct bodies of mutineers, attended by
an enormous number of matchlock-men and camp-
followers, independent of other rebel forces, are sup-
posed to have traversed the south of the Mirzapore
district, The excitement which possessed the minds
of the residents at the outset of their troubles at last
became chronic, losing, at the same time, its keenness,
and being relished perhaps as something pleasurable
than otherwise. I believe we all were > aged by it,
and in six months some of us lived six years. Yet I